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RESPONSE TO REVIEW OF NOTICE OF INTENTION TO COMMENCE LARGE MINING

OPERATIONS JulY 12,2005

Round ValleY Rock, Inc'
Round ValleY Rock Mine

Ml0291004

105.2 Please see MaP 4

105.3 cross section lines through the mining arca arc impossible to calculate given the constant change

in mining location and disposal sites. Please refer to Map 4 for sites of reclamation' These reclamation

treatments will include i"g1ding, ripping, replacing soil or subsoil, berming, broadcast seeding or drill

seeding, etc to fully satisfy the standards of reclamaion set forth by the Division of Oil' Gas' and Mining'

106.5 It is the opinion of Round valley Rock that the physical and chemical properties of the subsoils and

over burden, along with any topsoils, will be suitable to atcomplish the revegetation and reclamation goals

requested. Through selective seeding choices and the above named reclamation practices the reclamation

goals can be met.

106.9 Please refer to }ri'd[+ -3

109.4 An air quality permit is not required under the current conditions of the mine site. Fugitive dust on

roads that are not asphalted is controlled by a water truck. There are no measures in place to control

fugitive dust from the over burden pile.

I10.2 Reclamation treatments will vary according to the soil type, steepness, contour ' :t:' The
treatment practice used will be whatevei is require-d to meet the reclamation standards of the Division of

Oil, Gas and Mining'

I10.4 Fuel tanks of 500 gallons or less are on site and have been inspected and monitored by MSHA for

compliance. Lubrication services and waste oil are contracted out and disposed ofby the contractor'

Please refer toMap/ for location of blasting agents'

3
I 10.5 The reclamation and reseeding plan for disturbed areas has been addressed in sections 105'3,

106.5, and I 10.2 ofthis response. Iffurther detail is required, please advise us.

I I l.l proper signage has been posted advising the public of trespass and blasting areas. MSHA monitors

and enforces such procedures as required. MSAH also regulates the safety of the mine pertaining to

berms, high wall safety, etc. 
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CERTIFIED RETURN RECEIPT
7002 0510 0003 t603 327t

Joseph Scott Ros, President
Round Valley Rock, lnc,
223J Rees Lsne
Morgan, Utah 84050

Subject:

Jufy 12.2005

S[ncerely,

DearMr. Rees:

The Division has cornphFd our rcview oflour draft Notice of Intcntion to
commence large Mining opcrations for the Round valley Rock Mine, locatcd in
Morgn coung, urafr, whish was rcccired June ?,200s. The atnehed cornments need fo
be addressed befote tentrtive approval is granted.

The commen* are listed undsthe applicabloMinenls Rule heading, gleao-
format your rqtponse in a similat fashion, Pleare rddr:ss only thore itcmr-r,equelted in
the attechcd tcchnicrl rgvisw by scnding rcplacement pages of tlre originol mining
notice using redline and stsikeout tef, so rrre can see wtrat ctraoges have been mads,
After the natice is determincd tcchnically comptetE and we Brt preparcd to issuG final
aPPmval, ue will rstt thatpu send us two clean copies of t'ra cornplstc Eild corrccted
plan. Upon fiaal rypmval of thc permit, Er wilt retum onc GoFy stamp€d "appnrved'for
]Nour Goords. Plcase provide a responsc to thiq revi-s. ff,: bv Au€nrst 31. j005.

The Divisiofl will suspend fintherra,riewof ths Rsund ValleyRock MineNotice
of InFntion until your responso to Sris letter is r€c€ivcd. If you have any qucstions in this
rcgatd please contact Lyrrn Kunzlcr or ffie. lf you wis|l W rrrrante a meeting to diseusg
this rwiew, plense csntgst us rt !ruur Gtrliest conveniencd. rhanlc yo,u for 1rcur
oooptrdtiofl in completing rhls permining action.

ffiffl;h
Mining Program Coordinalor

$Mw;ttqibMinsalsRosulatoryProgram
rjlr rrycrr lrqtb Tcrrvre, n ao ra,o, io #1{lsjltisYjsrcur, w r. I trf .5E0l

'dcrefrs 
(Hllt53E5!ao. t'd$ih (B0t)36ss{o - TTy fiotl sl&rlsl. mroSarunlor

Ithh!

Bormd.Y.alteJ RoctG lnc.. Round Vqtl€y Rosk Nting.,hg02gl0{t4. Morgan
Corrntv. Utah

l.rtttlttlt erFcr-
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REVISW OT NOTICE OF INTENTIOI TO CIiTTOTMNTCN, LARGE MIT{ING OPERATIONS

Round Vdley Roch Inc.
Rolod ValleyRockMiae

wu29nM
. J"lY 12,2{l0li

R6{?-{-l0i - Mrp* Dtwinm & Pholosrsnfn

10s.3

Surlace Faclliller Map
Pka$ rhow tlrc loeEtion of cxplosire magazines and storagF arcrs. (DJ)

DraruIngs or Ctucsfic;tfoas lttop, rwds, pads, ac)
A minimum of trro cross-$eclions thmugh thc rninc arca should be included in the plan
showing the surfrss bebrc mining ater mining snd after reolamation. {DJ)

Map 3 & 3A. included in the plan eie idenrified, os dre rcclnnation tresfin€nB m6ps do
not show the reguired informrtion. The map should rhow arGfls of the sitc with tbe
vsrious reclsrnstior besfinents shaded" oross-hrtchcd or calor coded to identiff which
reclamation trustncnts wilt bc applicd AEos should include: mads, pmposcd drainrgp
impmrrcnrerts orr€coos{ruction" and sediment control strucfurcq topsoil storagc arcas,
uresE dumpc, disposal enas for overbunden. Reclamation traafimedtt mey include
ripprng rcgrading, replacing soil, fcrtilizing mulching hroadcast sceding drill seeding
andhydroseeding. {DJ)

The plan staes topsoil sitc$ are indic.atsd on Map 2. Ttere sre no topsoil pile looations
shown on ftis map. Please sho* dpse locations. (DI)

Thc plan stltcs thst sll other srcss thst are or rvill b dbhrrbed inoluding rcads, bigftwalls,
ete lviil bc bcabd in sph n way ns to maxinirn rrvogehtion so as b protcct agrinst soil
erosion ard rtasF$der contamination. Plearo $rb in ths plan what $ese treaments will
be for each of these areas. (Df)

R{47-{-lOf - Ooerrr'on Plnn

Ie&S EsbtiagSailfupa
$oils dera pmvidcd in ths NOt drorr limired soil rcsourcas available for salvago.
Pbysical and Chemical properties ofthe soils show rhat whrt is availeble would be

suiable forreclamation with minirml amcndment rcquired. A vgrisnca wcrqucsted
and approved for the original 5*tre flnall mine for nst salveging ssil. Oft€r overburden

mgtcrials spplar to be suitable for rcclcmction widr rninimal afitendilents being addcd
(mmpcsted nlanuro sttr rntc of IO ton psr scre rpould suffisc). A requcsl wgs ma& to
ext€nd thc approrcd soit salvrging verience to dre lrrge mine uea. Refer m comments
underR6474-l12. (Ilq
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106.9 Location &. sltt of are, *rstqlailings, parfu
This tecaion rcfets baek to setion 106.2 and ilsps 3 & 3A for tosation and size of ore and
wcstc stoskFile, Thee ig no mortion of dre wasts piles in g*tion t062 and the looatisn
of thc ovcrbudctt pilcs is shown oil mrps 2 &2A. PlsBsG corcct this ovcrsight {DI)

RFIT-{-10? - Onenation Pructics

107.5 Salnble soils rurcwd & stwcd
Scc comments under R64?4-l 12. (LK)

R647-d-109 - hn onct Acsccrment

I$r.1 Slope *blllty, erc*ion coruvf, ale qwl$r satdy
Has an air quality pcrmit besn hsud by ths Stato Dcpt of Environmental QualiV? lf so,
pleaso provide the permit number. Plcasc d€sib ra€$iunEs to conbol fttgitiw dust on
road$ stoskPiles, etc. (LK)

B*1n4.1 lQ : Reclrmrtlon Plsn

110.2 Baa6., htghtttsllt, slogct, dla,ia4gw, gib, dla, laclairrrd
Pleese indicste in the phn what fie ttabnenb wfll be for the pit acccss rueds end interrral
roads that may bc sonstrusftd duringrlre miningof the initial 19 acres of mining @J)

Slopc rtclamation will bc accomplirhd by Bradrng to r 6rce to ore slopc followed by a
number of prastices insludint6 mnbur ripping piting top rcll Eplecenent(whcre
possible) and reseodiag. Will a$ of fiese pacticrs be Ds€d aftcrthe slrys aro
remntoured? @J)

Ina Dssfibn or &oltttatUdirpofilioa of&laulotts or aetdformhry nutarict
Thcplan doe not gtatewhedrerthere will beequipmentfusl and lubrieetion ibms stocd
at thp sie. Plcasc indicab if drcss itcrm will be *orcd at tht sitc. (DI)

Ihilling for blasing will bc trtcing plocc at thc siF. Ptcase stitc qdtcthcr blcting qens
will hc storcd at ths siE. If they arc to be rbrd in tfto arca" plcrc mark tho lwation on
thc meps insludsd with tha plcn. (Dt)

il4,5 Rangctatbn planllag progom
Ploss. pfttvide e glan for rwcgdating dis[urbcd areas. This phn nceds to discuss
dbcd preparrtion, sedins (rpscio$, ntss. me*lmd of seoding timing (Ocbbcr
preftrred seeding time), and amendmants nccded(oveburden msierial* witl need
apprcxirnetely l{l ton p€r acle of composted menurc)- Atteehed is a recommendsd secd
mix. If accssrblg pleese iacorpordc it into your mine phn. (IJg
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R647-{-111 - Reclem{Eon Practices

lllJ Pablic safety & wellare
l.l4 Posting warning $gns

A sign indieating the blasting protocol used at the site should be posted at the
entrance to the pit. (DI)

LE Constrctiag berms/fencesaboye hlghwdh
Berms or fencss should be constructed above the highwalls to warn the publio of
the dangers. (DJ)

R647-4-ll2 - Vnrisnce

A variance was requested for salvage of and redisbibution of existing soils. Justification for this
variance is the limited amount of soils available and safety conoems to salvage these soils due to steep
terrain coupled with rocky outcroppings and ledges. By using overburden msterials arnended with
composted nrsflure, it is expected thatthe reclamation standards will be met. This variance may be
approved witfi a commitmcnt to amend the overburdcn matcrials with l0 ton per acre of composted
manure to as$ure revegetation establi$unent. (LK)

R&l?-4-113 - $uretY

Please provide an estimation of the avemge height and sire of the two overburden dumps at the
completion of this plan. (DJ)

Attachment: Seedmix



Rule R647-4-105 Maps, Drawings & photographs

105.1 - Base Map - Map # I & tA

A. Ownership - See map I & lA

B. There is no; nor has been observed in the past 50 years, any streams or
springs within 500 feet of any ofthe proposed mining activ@.
There are no building, landlng strips, electrical transmission lines, water

wells, oil or gas prpelines, wells, boreholes, or any subsurface frcilities
, within 500 feet of any proposed mining activities.

C. See map I

D. See map I

E. See map I

105.2 - Suface Facilities Map - Map # 2 &2A

A. There are no proposed surface facilities, no buildings, stationary
equipment, power lines, or utilities.

Over burden and topsoil sites are indicated onnvpZ.

B. See map 2 & 2A

C. There are no test boring, pits, or core holes.

105.3 - Reclamation Treatment - Map # 3

A. Please note map 3 for areas ofreclamation and corresponding
reclamation treatments.

A variance was granted initially for stockpiling oftopsoil and subsequent
recliamation use. An assessment made by Division of Oil, Gas, and Mining
personnel indicated the steepness ofthe terrain and the absence or scarcity
of topsoil prevented any appreciable amount of topsoil from being
stockpiled in a safe numner. The safety risks presented to gather topsoil
did not justrfy its meager collection.

However Round Valley Rock is fully aware ofthe importance of saving
any topsoil for reclamation and will make every effort possible to reclaim
even small amounts ofacceptable materials.

AII overburden areas will be graded and reseeded with plant species
recommended by the Farm Service Agency, Division of Wildtife Resources



and other Range Management professionals familiar with this areq and the
soil types present.

Reseeding procedures will be based upon the recommendation of said
professionals.

All other areas that are or will be disturbed including roads, high walls,
ect. will be treated in such a way as to maximized revegation so as to
protect against soil erosion and wastewater contamination.

Whereas this mine operation may continue indefinitely into the future -
some areas, such as high walls, loading areas, ect. Cannot be identified on a
permanent basis and subsequent reclamation plans will be ongoing.

106.1 - Limestone

106.2 - Type of Operation Conducted

This mining operation consists prinrarily ofdrilling, blasting, and loading
limestone to be delivered to a cement plant seven miles away.
Conventional blasing practices are employed which are overseen by the
Federal Bureau ofAlcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms. Loading procedures
involve a bulldozer pushing the shot mateialto a location where an
excavator loads the material into trucks to be transported to the above
mentioned cement plant. A[ mining operations are conducted under the
watchful eye of the Federal Mine Safety and Health Administration, and do
not involve any pemmnent structures or processing equipment.

106.5 - Existing soil types, location of plant growth material.

Please refer to the Soils Inventory Report & Maps 1,2, & 3 for the
description and location ofthe soil types.

f06.6 - Plan for protecting and redepositing existing soils

Please refer to the variance request section ofthis application

106.7 - Existing vegetative communities to establish revegetation success.
(Some of the following information is found in the Soil Suwey of Morgan
County. Published by United States Department ofAgriculture Soil
Conservation Service and Forest Service, in cooperation with Utah
Agricultural Experiment Station.)

55o/o of the proposed mining area consists of soil type AaG. (Agassiz -
rock outcrop complex, 40 to 70 percent slopes) The Rock outcrop
interspersed throughout the complex consists ofbare fiactured limestone
on very steep mountainsides and canyon walls. It is more that 90 percent



barren, but pockets and cracks in the bedrock support small amount of
blowback wheatgrass, mutton grass, and Curl leaf Mountain mahogany.

39oh of the proposed mining area consists of soil type DeG (Durfee stoney
loam 30 to 70 percent slopes). This Durfee soil is very deep and well
drained. It occurs mainly of east-, south- and west-facing mountainsides.
This soil formed in materials weathered from sandstone and quartzite.
Vegetation is dominantly blue bunch wheatgrass, birch leaf mountain
mahogany, mutton grtrs, Nevada balsamroot, antelope bitterbrustr, and
Gambel oak. Steep slopes and concentration of rock fragments limit the
potential use of this soil.

5 o/o of the proposed mining area consists of soil type HeG. ( Henefer
loanr, 40 to 60 percent slopes). Vegetation is Gambel oak, blue bunch
wheatgrass, big tooth maple, mountain snowberry, serviceberry, Utah
snowberry, and some basin wild rye, mutton grutss, antelope bitterbrustr,
and big sagebrush. When changes occur in the composition of potential
vegetation due to use by livestock or wildlife or other disturbances, certain
plants increase and others decrease. Range seeding is advisable if the plant
composition shows severe deterioration. Grasses suitable for seeding
include smooth brome, Regar brome, mountain brome, slender wheatgrass,
orchard grass, and Garrison meadow foxtail. The very steep slopes and
relative inaccessibility ofthis soil are features that limit its use. This soil
has potential for supporting plants that provide food and cover for mule
deer, primarily during the fall, winter, and spring. It also is potential
habitat for sage grouse, chukar, sharp-tailed grouse, cottontail and
jackrabbit, porcupine, red fox coyote, bobcat weasel, and badger.

106.8 - Depth to groundwater, overburden material & geologic setting

There is no ground water present at this mine site.

106.9 - Location and size of ore and waste stockpiles, tailings and treatment
ponds, and discharges.

Please refer to section 106.2 and maps 3 &3A.

IV. R647-4-107 - Operation Practices

To minimize hazards to public safety ail mining operation will be under the
authority and in accordance with MSHA regulations. All measures to
minimize sediment and erosion for the restoration of natural drainage
channels will be performed under the supervision and direction ofthe
Morgan County Soil Conservation District and its parent agency the Farm
Service Agency.



V. Rule R647-108 - Hole Plugging Requirements

There have been no abandoned drill holes nor will be.

VI. Rule R647 - 109 - Impact Statement

109.1 - Surface and groundwater systems

To the present there has not been found any groundwater or run offat this
mining operation.

109.2 - Wildlife habitat and endangered species

The only measurable impact to wildlife in the area of the mining operation
appea$ to be a loss ofhabitat area. Big game continues to habitat this
mining area. Riparian and wetland areas are not present consequortly the
wildlife species associated therein are unaffected. The only endangered
species found in the area is the Bald Eagle. The Eagle only appears during
the late winter months. These birds reside almost entirely on the Weber
River, about one mile away. This mining operation displays minimal
impact on this bird and its habitat.

109.3 - Existing soil and plant resources

Please refer to section 106.7 ofthis application.

109.4 - Slope stability, erosion control, air quality, public heetth & sefety

Please refer to previous sections ofthis application

VII. Rule R647 - 4 - 4710 - Reclamation Plan

110.2 - Reclrrmation of roads, high walls, slopes, leach pads, dumps, ect.

All roads created by this mining operation shall be reclaimed by a
combination of various practices depending upon the slope, width, and
surface malernlofthe road. Practices may include but are not limited to
grading, rippirU, run offberms, topsoil replacement, reseeding, ect.

High wall reclamation: Please refer to variance section of this appplication.

Slope reclamation shall be accomplished by grading to a three to one slope
configuration followed by a number of practices including; contour ripping,



pitting, where possible top soil replacement and eventual reseeding.

All natural drainages shall be restored to its previous channel and
constructed in such a numner so as to minimize erosion and sedimentation
downstream.

110.3 - Surface facilities to be left

There are no surface facilities to be left.

f 10.4 - Treatment, location and disposition of deleterious materials

The operation ofthis mine does not create any deleterious materials to be
disposed of.

110.5 - Revegetation planting prognam and topsoil redistribution.

Please refer to earlier sections where this has been addressed.

V[I. - Rule R647 - 4 - tlz Variance

Round Valley Rock Inc. hereby requests the following variances.

106.6 - Plan for protecting and redepositing existing soils.

The severe steepness of the terrain coupled with the rocky outcroppings
and ledges provide virtually no topsoil that could be safely collected and
stored for reclamation. The safety concerns in gathering the topsoil would
out weigh the value ofthe small quantities that may be collected. However
Round Valley Rock will endeavor to collect and save any materials suitable
for reclamation to be used later.

110.2 - Reclamation of High walls

Round Valley Rock hereby requests a variance for the reclamation of
high walls. Prior to beginning mining operations the mine site contained
several high walls in excess of 60 feet. These preexisting conditions will be
dfficult to restore to a safe and stable state. We request that restoration of
subsequent future high walls be accomplished in a manner of benches or
blasting so as to create a one to one slope utilizing benches that will be
more safe and stable. These benches would be created under the design
and approval of MSHA so as to provide minimat safety risks and long-term
slope stability.

IX. Rule R647 - 4 - ll3 - Suretv



Please find enclosed the reclarnation bond and Permit Fee as requested.


